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Nothing without us; because everything is about us.

“I think if implemented correctly, AI could have impressively 
positive impacts on inclusivity and accessibility. AI could be 
the difference between being able to contribute to society 
and not being able to contribute and being able to access 
vital information more-readily and seamlessly than ever 
before.” 

– Christina M., Screen reader user

Fable survey on AI & Accessibility

https://makeitfable.com/article/insights-ai-and-accessibility/


What is Artificial Intelligence?

The theory and development of 
computer systems able to perform 
tasks that normally require human 
intelligence, such as visual 
perception, speech recognition, 
modal transformation, language 
translation, natural language 
processing, decision-making, etc.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/mikemacmarketing/30188200627/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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AI and Disability Inclusion

• Accessibility of interactive AI tools 

• Compatibility with Assistive Technologies

• Feedback loop for improvement

• Equity in AI use and AI-based decision-making systems

• Statistical discrimination

• Cumulative harm

Images attributed to Dr. Jutta Treviranus
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Emerging standards and regulations

• Europe

• EU AI Act, 2023

• European Disability Forum’s Resolution

• Canada 

• Proposed Artificial Intelligence and Data Act (AIDA) 

• Upcoming Standards for Accessible & Equitable AI Systems

• USA 

• Executive Order Oct 2023

• Proposed Artificial Intelligence Research, Innovation, and Accountability Act (AIRIA) 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/698792/EPRS_BRI(2021)698792_EN.pdf
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/resolution-on-the-eu-artificial-intelligence-act-for-the-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities/
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/innovation-better-canada/en/artificial-intelligence-and-data-act-aida-companion-document
https://accessible.canada.ca/centre-of-expertise/information-and-communication-technologies#s6.2
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2023/10/30/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-executive-order-directs-dhs-lead-responsible:~:text=On%20October%2030%2C%202023%2C%20President,of%20artificial%20intelligence%20(AI).
https://www.dlapiper.com/en-ca/insights/publications/ai-outlook/2023/us-senators-introduce-bill-to-establish-ai-governance-framework
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D2L’s Commitment

Keeping humans in the 
loop in all of this is 
key. At the core, we 
hope these technologies 
will free us up to build 
a more human 
education.”
John Baker, CEO, D2L

Privacy

Bias and Non-Discrimination

Security and Robustness

Transparency

Accountability

Learn more: D2L Responsible AI Principles

https://www.d2l.com/legal/d2l-responsible-ai-principles/
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AI in Education

• Generative AI – opportunities – concerns: academic integrity, ethics

• Rethink learning outcomes

• Address safety and ethics

• Explicitly state policies for use to

• prohibit the use of GEN AI where it interferes with learning

• allow with attribution where GEN AI could be a useful resource

• encourage and actively integrate GEN AI into the learning process where it  

helps students focus on higher-level learning objectives
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Improving Accessibility & Inclusion with AI

• Involvement

• Intentionally encourage & enable students with disabilities to discover and use 

AI-tools that enhance their ability to access, participate and contribute

• Inclusion

• Include students with disabilities in the selection of AI-tools for use in 

teaching/learning to ensure they are not left out when the tools are rolled out

• Immersion

• Create and nurture a community of students and staff to support students with 

disabilities in participating and contributing to AI-related activities



Discussion



What are the conversations and emerging practices in your 

institution around including AI-based tools in education?

• Are you currently using any AI app or tool in your teaching & learning?

• If you intend to use in the future, where do you hope to use it? 

• If you do not intend to use AI, what prevents you?



Wrapping up …



Resources

AIG 202403 Resources on AI and Accessibility in Education

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ai3D6fxnkO69LMKsIPwClLeX4MWg9NjqX0G7p_84vlg/edit?usp=sharing

